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Upcoming Wake Chapter Meetings and Events      
 

Date Topic 

November 19th 

 

Knowledge is (Hearing) Power!:  

Guest speaker, Patricia Johnson Au.D., who is an Assistant Clinical 
Professor – Speech and Hearing Sciences at UNC Hearing and 
Communication Center in Chapel Hill. Virtual Zoom will start at 6:45 
p.m.  You’ll receive an email with the Zoom link a couple of days 
before the meeting.  Please share link with others who might be 
interested. 
 

What You Should Know About Getting Help in 2020 Including:  

• What to look for in a hearing provider  

• What does best practice look like in Audiology (what’s research 
based)  

• Current legislation regarding hearing aid coverage   

• What you should know about over the counter hearing aids 

Future 
While the COVID-19 pandemic continues, we plan to schedule virtual meetings 
every couple of months, Future newsletters will keep you informed.  When it’s 
safe, again, we’ll plan physical meetings.  We miss our friends. 

  

Want More Virtual Resources? 
HLAA National and Other HLAA Local chapters in NC are conducting Virtual Zoom Meetings 

that you’re invited to participate in.   
 

• HLAA National has several pre-recorded Webinars (think of them as Virtual 

Presentations) you can view any time you want at 

https://www.hearingloss.org/programs-events/webinars/schedule-recordings/ 
 

• HLAA National has a calendar you can see that includes events you might be 

interested in registering for.  Some are Zoom meetings, including Walk4Hearing 

online celebrations.  See the calendar and register for events if you’re interested. 
 

• In addition to Wake Chapter, other NC Chapters are holding Zoom meetings 

occasionally.  If interested email the chapter contacts (bottom of second column 

of these links) and ask to receive their newsletters and virtual meeting invitations.  
 

o Asheville Chapter   

o Charlotte Chapter 

o Greensboro Chapter 
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http://www.nchearingloss.org/wake.htm
http://www.nchearingloss.org/
http://www.hearingloss.org/
https://www.hearingloss.org/programs-events/webinars/schedule-recordings/
https://www.hearingloss.org/programs-events/calendar/
http://www.nchearingloss.org/asheville.htm
http://www.nchearingloss.org/charl.htm
http://www.nchearingloss.org/greensboro.htm
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NC Walk4Hearing   
 

The 2020 NC Walk4Hearing was held, virtually, on October 11th .  Despite the virtual nature of 

our 2020 event, it turned out well.   

 

A virtual “Celebration” event was held on Zoom and about 30 people attended to see and hear 

special guests and to share their enthusiasm for the NC Walk4Hearing.  After the virtual 

Celebration, families and individuals walked in their neighborhoods.  This Link will take you to 

the NC Walk4Hearing web site and provide more information at the state-level. 

 

Here are a couple of photos showing Steve Latus attending the Celebration and Steve and 

Harriet Barber walking in the mountains with their Walk4Hearing T-Shirts and hat. 

 

 
 

 

Lots of teams were formed and raised over $35,000 for HLAA, its chapters and alliance 

organizations supporting hearing loss.   

 

Our Wake Chapter Team raised over $3,000, so thanks to all of our team members and to those 

who donated to support them. The Walk4Hearing is our chapter’s only source of income and it 

helps us continue to support our local meetings and help other hearing loss related 

organizations in the Triangle.  Last year, we also sponsored a small college scholarship for two 

worthy local students with hearing loss. We plan to continue with these scholarships in the 

future, so stay tuned.   This Link will take you to our Wake Chapter Team’s page where you can 

see more information. 

 

http://hlaa.convio.net/site/TR/Teamraiser/NorthCarolinaWalk?pg=entry&fr_id=2642
http://hlaa.convio.net/site/TR/Teamraiser/NorthCarolinaWalk?team_id=49272&pg=team&fr_id=2642
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Bluetooth Primer 
 

Many of us already use Bluetooth to stream audio to our hearing aids or CIis.  But what is it, and 

how does it differ from other assistive listening option?  Here are a few facts that might help: 

• Bluetooth is a short range, digital radio transmission protocol.  Typically the maximum 

range is about 30 feet. 

• Bluetooth transmitters and receivers have to be paired.  So, normally, it can only support 

one user and can’t be used to broadcast to multiple users.  

• Early Bluetooth systems had a noticeable latency.  That means there was a delay large 

enough between the original transmission and the received signal that it made it difficult 

to speech read someone speaking into the transmitter’s microphone, or when watching a 

video where the audio was transmitted via Bluetooth.  Newer Bluetooth systems have 

gotten that down below 10-20 ms, so the delay isn’t usually noticeable. 

• Most Bluetooth receivers require much more power to run than can be provided by 

typical hearing aid or CI batteries.  That’s why most Bluetooth receivers used by hearing 

aids or CIs require an accessory that has a bigger (usually rechargeable) battery. 

• A newer “Low Energy” version of Bluetooth has allowed the receiver to be embedded 

into some hearing aids and CIs, so that the streamed audio from most Apple and 

Android cell phones or tablets is streamed directly into compatible hearing aids or Cis.   

• Some hearing aids and CIs also offer other Bluetooth accessories than can transmit 

directly to them from TVs, remote microphones or when patched into audio output jacks 

of other sources like laptops or stereos. 

So, what does the assistive listening future hold? 

• Expect future hearing devices to use this newer Low Energy Bluetooth design.  The 

convenience of not having to buy, carry, charge or switch to an additional accessory (at 

least to stream from your smart phone) makes things a lot easier for us.   

• But don’t count FM, IR, or telecoils and Loops out quite yet: 

o First, these can broadcast to many users in an audience with no latency. 

o And, they have much longer range needed for audience situations. 

• If you have questions, feel free to email Steve Barber. 

HLAA Wake  Chapter Contacts 
 Steve Barber:    steve.barber@earthlink.net 

  

Janet McGettrick:  jmcgettrick106@gmail.com. 

Or  919-469-0924 

  

Susan Goldner (Treasurer):  

    630 Upchurch St 
Apt H 
Apex NC 27502.     
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mailto:steve.barber@earthlink.net?subject=Question%20from%20Wake%20Member
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