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NC Walk4Hearing To Be Held in October 2012
Dr. Adele Evans to serve 
as Walk Chair
The Hearing Loss Association of North 
Carolina (HLA-NC) will sponsor its 
second Walk4Hearing in October 2012. 
Our first Walk, held in Durham in 
October 2009, raised $34,396.00 for 
hearing loss-related causes.

“Our goal for next year’s 
Walk4Hearing is to have more teams, 
walkers, and to raise more money for 
our national and local programs, and to 
raise more awareness of hearing loss 
from the Walk,” said Ronnie Adler, 
National Manager for the Hearing Loss 
Association of America. “To do that, we 
need your support! I invite you to attend 
our initial planning session for the 2nd 
North Carolina Walk4Hearing.”

That meeting will occur as part 
of HLA -NC’s Annual Meeting on 

Saturday, September 24, in Greensboro, 
NC (see page 3 for details). The exact 
da te and loca t ion o f t he 2012 
Walk4Hearing will be decided upon at 
this planning session.

H L A - N C i s h o n o r e d t o 
announce that Dr. Adele Evans will serve 
as Chair for the 2012 North Carolina 
Walk4Hearing. Dr. Evans is a pediatric 
otolaryngologist who is in her fourth 
year on faculty at Wake Forest Baptist 
Health and Brenner Children's Hospital. 
She has held a particular interest in 
h e a r i n g l o s s , t r e a t m e n t , a n d 
rehabilitation of children and young 
adults. She has, along with Meagan 
Lewis in Audiology, restructured 
Brenner's pediatric cochlear implant 
program and served as the course 
director for the Brenner Pediatric 
Cochlear Implant Symposium, which is a 
one-day course for instructors in Early 
Intervention, Audiologists, and Speech 

Pathologists about the evaluation and 
management steps for infants, toddlers, 
children, and young adults with hearing 
loss. 

This will be Dr. Evans’ first year 
serving as the Walk Chairperson, and 
she is very excited to be responsible for 
t h e o n l y Wa l k 4 H e a r i n g i n t h e 
southeastern United States. “We’ve 
already found support from several of 
the state’s Children’s Developmental 
Services Agencies, from the state’s major 
academic centers, and from the local 
community for this massive effort to raise 
awareness to the needs and capabilities 
of our hearing-impaired citizens,” she 
said.

This is your chance to step up 
and participate in this exciting fund- and 
awareness-raising event. Please join us 
for the Walk4Hearing Planning Session 
in Greensboro on Saturday, September 
24.

We’re stepping up again! Lace up your 
walking shoes, stretch those hamstrings, 
and get ready to Walk4Hearing! (inset, 
bottom right) Dr. Adele Evans, 2012 NC 
Walk4Hearing Chair.
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The Hearing Loss Association of 
North Carolina (HLA-NC) is a 
State Association of the Hearing 
Loss Association of America. HLA-
NC was the first State Association 
sanctioned by HLAA, having been 
established in the early 1990s by 
forward-thinking volunteers in 
North Carolina to provide a voice 
for HLAA at the state level. HLA-
NC str ives to represent the 
interests of hard of hearing people 
in NC, while supporting HLAA’s 
overall goals and encouraging 
local chapters and chapter 
development in NC.

V i s i t o u r w e b s i t e a t 
www.nchearingloss.org.

HLA-NC Board of Trustees

The HLA-NC Board of Trustees 
consists of volunteer leaders from 
different cities and regions of 
North Carolina. 

Michael Eury, President
Julie Bishop, Vice President
Joyce Adler, Secretary
Deborah Stroud, Treasurer
Steve Barber, Past President

Dianna Attaway (Hendersonville)
Wayne Benson (Durham)
Charlie Biscoe (Greensboro)
Joan Black (At Large)
John Black (At Large)
Kathleen Borzell (At Large)
Bill Crowley (Winston-Salem)
Beverly Elwell (Charlotte)
Wayne Giese (Blue Ridge)
Cynthia Harmon (At Large)
Kelli King (Charlotte)
Janet McGettrick (Wake)
Ruth Miller (Chapel HIll)
Lorene Roberson (At Large)
Bill Shugart (Winston-Salem)
Althea Uhlig (New Bern)
Myra White (Charlotte)

From My Lips to Your Ears 
Editorial by Michael Eury
It’s great to be back! 
 This is our first HLA-NC Newsletter 
since the Spring–Summer 2010 edition—-no, 
that’s not a typo, that’s 2010, as in last year.
 Why the delay? you may be 
wondering. Well, we certainly haven’t been 
napping. Each person listed in the masthead 
on this page—HLA-NC’s leaders from across 
the state—has been working hard in our own 
communities with chapter meetings, hearing-
care expos, presentations at civic meetings, 
and good, old-fashioned helping-hand 
support to people with hearing difficulties in 
North Carolina. Many of us have attended 
two HLAA national conventions since our last 
newsletter, to broaden our knowledge base. 
And as you’ll read in this edition, we have 
some exciting activities forthcoming that will 
help raise awareness and funds for people 
with hearing loss. We’re fortunate to have 
such a dedicated group leading our efforts—
and we’re of ten assisted by talented 
professionals from the NC Department of 
Services for the Deaf and Hard of Hearing 
(DSDHH), one of this state’s most valuable 
resources.
 As your state president, I’ve 
attended the HLAA national conventions, as 
well as an HLAA Leadership Conference at 
the organization’s Bethesda, Maryland, 
headquarters last October. At this June’s 
HLAA convention in our nation’s capitol, it 
was my great honor to receive the “Spirit of 
HLAA Award,” presented to me by former 
HLAA Board President and Rocky Stone 

Humanitarian Award winner Anne Pope, for 
my work with HLAA, particularly the outreach 
program I developed, “Invisible No More,” 
which encourages people with hearing loss to 
take ownership of their condition and be 
ambassadors for those who are hard of 
hearing. (A big thank-you to Dianna Attaway 
for nominating me for this award.) And I’ve 
also written a motivational article, “How My 
Hearing Loss Made Me a Superhero,” that 
will be cover-featured in the Sept.–Oct. 
edition of Hearing Loss Magazine.
 So, as you can see, we’ve been 
keeping pretty busy here at HLA-NC. As a 
result, this newsletter has been slow in 
coming, and since our volunteer designer is 
no longer available, its design is now also in 
ye editor’s hands, hence its new look. But I 
pledge I’ll do my best to produce a newsletter 
when there’s news of statewide significance to 
share.
 This is the perfect opportunity to 
mention that HLA-NC and all HLAA chapters 
are “staffed” by volunteers, people like you 
who manage HLAA responsibilities in addition 
to working our jobs, raising our families, 
caring for aging parents, and juggling all of 
the other demands that life has to offer. We 
need your help! North Carolina has hundreds 
of HLAA members, but very few who serve as 
volunteers. Granted, not everyone is a team 
leader, or a public speaker, but we all have 
God-given talents which could be shared for 
the benefit of HLAA and to help others. I 
encourage you to join us in Greensboro on 
Saturday, Sept. 24 for the HLA-NC Annual 
Meeting (see pg. 3) and seek out ways to 
volunteer. Help us help others!

HLA-NC President Michael 
Eury, after receiving a “Spirit 
of HLAA Award” on Sunday, 
June 19, 2011 in Washington, 
D.C. Photo by Sharon 
VanDeursen.
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Join Us for the Annual 
Meeting of the HLA-NC 
Board of Trustees, Saturday, 
September 24, 2011, in 
Greensboro, NC 
The Board of Trustees of the Hearing 
Loss Association of North Carolina will 
hold its Annual Meeting on Saturday, 
September 24, 2011, from 10:00 a.m. to 
3:00 p.m. at Heritage Greens Senior 
Living at 801 Meadowood Street in 
Greensboro, NC. All HLAA members in 
NC and hearing-care professionals are 
encouraged to attend. This is the perfect 
opportunity to learn about statewide 
efforts for our organization, to reunite 
with old friends, and to meet new 
friends!

The Annual Meeting includes a 
planning session for the October 2012 
NC Walk4Hearing, lunch, a training 
session courtesy of Disability Rights NC, 
and the election of HLA-NC board 
officers for 2011–2012. Special guests 
include Ronnie Adler, Hearing Loss 
Association of America Walk4Hearing 
Manager; Walk4Hearing Chairperson 
Dr. Adele Evans, Wake Forest Baptist 
Heal t h ; and Gabr ie l le Mar t ino, 
Outreach Specialist for Disability Rights 
NC.  CART (captioning) services will be 
provided by the Communications 
Services for the Deaf and Hard of 
Hearing.  

The meeting agenda is as follows:
10 :00 AM–12:00 PM: 2012 

WALK4HEARING PLANNING SESSION
12:00 PM–12:55 PM: LUNCH 
1:00 PM–2:00 PM: DISABILITY 

RIGHTS TRAINING SESSION/Q&A
2:00 PM–3:00 PM: GENERAL 

MEETING (including election of 2011–
2012 HLA-NC officers)

A selection of box lunches and 
beverages will be provided on site. 
There is a recommended donation of 
$5.00 per lunch.

So that we may have an accurate 
head count for the lunches, PLEASE 
RSVP BY SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 18 to 
Joyce Adler, HLA-NC Secretary, at 
jm_adler@hotmail.com. 

Directions to Heritage Greens can 
be found at www.nchearingloss.org/
hgreen.htm.

New TV Show Features 
Deaf Community
If you’re not watching Switched at Birth 
(on ABC Family; check local listings), 
give it a look! It’s an ongoing drama 
about two families whose teenage 
daughters—one of whom is Deaf—were 
switched at birth due to a hospital error. 
It’s refreshing to see hearing loss 
mainstreamed into a TV show!

Greetings from NC DSDHH 
by Jeff Mobley, Hard of Hearing 
Services Manager

It has been some time since I’ve been 
able to communicate with many of the 
good people of HLA-NC and I am 
excited once again to be given this 
opportunity to use this medium to do so. 
Much has happened during the past 
months to prohibit my ability of staying 
in touch. (And may I quickly add how 
much I appreciated the well-wishes and 
support.) Now, though DSDHH remains 
very busy with several ongoing projects, 
it is our hope to stay “connected” a little 
better. I certainly enjoyed once again 
attending the last Board of Trustees 
meeting, seeing some familiar and new 
faces alike.
      Now, I’d like to share a little bit 
of exciting news. Effective July 2011, 
DSDHH has once again been to provide 
CAN (captioning) services to local HLA-
NC chapters. DSDHH wants to help 
each local chapter achieve and develop. 
We realize that the smaller chapters 
really struggle with membership rosters 
and the ability to pay for services, like 
CAN, to at t ract t he people for 
membership. DSDHH wants to reinforce 
t h e o p p o r t u n i t y o f n e e d e d 

communication for hard of hearing 
people locally.  
      Though we’re not quite able to 
return to what we were able to do in the 
past, here’s what we can do. Each local 
chapter could get CAN for up to 4 or 5 
meetings in a 12-month period, for no 
more than 2 hours each meeting. Each 
chapter will need to submit a request to 
the manager of the nearest DSDHH 
Regional Center one month prior to the 
meeting and attach an agenda along 
with the pertinent details such as date, 
start/end times, and location. We no 
longer require an organization to 
complete a form; if additional details are 
needed, the manager would ask a 
designated staff person to contact the 
chapter.
     	 Now, we also request that when 
the chapter receives CAN services, the 
agenda includes at least one of the 
following items that we believe will 
better strengthen each member of the 
group:

1) Ways t he c hap te r o r 
individual members could 
reinforce HLA-NC’s theme 
and project of “Invisible No 
More”   

2) Ways to strengthen the 
chapter and/or HLA-NC, 
including strategies for 
increasing membership and 
participation

3) Tips and opportunities for 
self-advocacy

4) W a y s t o i n c r e a s e 
unders tand ing o f and 
engagement with the civic 
p r o c e s s ( e l e c t i v e , 
g o v e r n m e n t a l , o r 
legislative), whether at the 
city, county, or state level, 
for the benefit of all hard-
of-hearing individuals.

Should you have any question 
regarding the above or about whom 
your contact manager is in the Regional 
Center, please feel free to get in touch 
with me or one of our Hard of Hearing 
Services Specialists (HHSS). Speaking of 
which, I’m happy to announce that our 
Greensboro Regional Center has a new 
HHSS replacing now-retired Susan 
Wilson. Her name is Adrienne Fuller. 
You’ll be seeing and hearing more from 
her in the near future.

Until we see each other again, 
take care!
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Tarheel Talk:

Our Members Speak!

When HLA-NC awarded me a $500 
scholarship, it allowed me to go to the 
HLAA convention in Washington, D.C. 
this year.   This was my first year 
attending the convention and it was 
awesome.   The convention was so well 
organized and informative in many 
ways.   It was a learning experience 
going to the various workshops, and to 
be able to connect with other folks 
with hearing impairment made me 
realize there are lots of folks out there 
like me with their own stories to tell.  
Sharing experiences with each other 
helped me to learn new ways to live 
life to the fullest.  

I found it amazing of what the HLAA 
accomplishes every year to make our 
lives easier and more fulfilling.  I had 
no idea of the research they do, and 
the information they put together to 
help us make an informed decision on 
products and services available.   The 
exhibit hall was a great way to learn 
about products and services as 
well, many of which I had not heard of 
before and didn't know they existed.  I 
co l l e c t ed so many ca rd s and 
pamphlets to bring home for future 
references.   I have attended many 
theater plays in the years past, but 
none with captioning or the loop and 
therefore missed much of what was 
said.   Even though I was not able to 
benefit from the loop this time, I loved 
the captioning [at the Kennedy 
Center’s special performance of 
“Wicked”] and even found myself 
watching the ladies signing.   They 
were as beautiful to watch as the play 
itself.  

Being hearing impaired, it takes more 
ef for t and energy to enjoy the 
everyday things in life.  HLAA is going 
the extra mile to help us be included in 
the “norm” and not feel so left out.

With that being said, I extend to you a 
heartfelt thank you for the scholarship.  
Without it, the trip would not have 
been possible for me.   Dianna 
Attaway has been an inspiration to me 
and encouraged me to attend, feeling 
I would benefit from the experience.  
She was right. 

Sharon VanDeursen

2011 HLAA Convention a Smashing Success!
Once again, a group of your friends and neighbors from North Carolina attended the 
annual convention of the Hearing Loss Association of America. This year’s convention, 
occurring June 16–19, 2011, took place in Crystal City, Washington, D.C. It was held 
in conjunction with the 2nd International Hearing Loop Conference, allowing 
attendees to explore more workshops and presentations aiding people with hearing 
loss than ever before. Other highlights included captioned performances of the stage 
play “Wicked” (at the Kennedy Center) and by the comedy troupe the Capital Steps. 
 Don’t miss out on next year’s convention! (See details below.)

The Hearing Aid Museum exhibit 
was on display at the HLAA 

booth. Once seeing some of these 
early contraptions, we’ve pledged 

to never complain about our 
hearing aids again!
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Living with Hearing Loss: Meet Lorene Roberson

Are you a North Carolina native? 

Yes, I am a NC native. I grew up in the Rocky Mount area and 
attended Nash Rocky Mount Public Schools.

How long have you had a hearing loss?

Since early childhood. I currently wear one analog BTE 
hearing aid.

What are some of the challenges you’ve faced as a person with 
hearing loss?

I face the following challenges:

• I use an analog, not a digital, hearing aid. I like to 
have the control over my hearing-aid settings rather 
than depending upon an audiologist.

• When I ask someone to repeat what they said and 
they roll their eyes or change their tone of voice, 
which tells me I am bothering them.

• When I attend an event and request an assistive-
listening device, it bothers me if the person in charge 
decides that what I have requested is “not 
appropriate,” and that something else will “provide 
for my needs,” without asking for my input so that the 
choice can be mine.

Has your hearing loss ever caused you to be discriminated 
against? If so, how did you deal with that?

Yes. I continually learned to confront life’s challenges with 
courage and insight.

What is the North Carolina Assistive Technology Program, and 
what is your job there?

North Carolina Assistive Technology Program (NCATP, within 
the Division of Vocational Rehabilitation Services) is a state 
and federally funded program providing assistive technology 
services statewide to people of all ages and disabilities.  I am 
an Assistive Technology Consultant, focusing on hearing loss. I 
have extensive experience working with individuals with 
hearing loss and evaluate them to determine assistive 
technology of all forms that can assist them in improving their 
capacity for independence in daily living and work activities. I 
have a Bachelor of Science Degree in Family and Child Studies 
with a Specialization in Development, from Gallaudet 
University. I have a certificate as a Hard of Hearing Specialist 
from California School of Professional Psychology. I also have 
certificate for Hearing Assistive Technology (HAT) Training 
from Savannah College, Savannah, GA.  I hope to attend the 
HAT training at Gallaudet University in Washington, D.C.

When did you discover HLAA, and how has being a member of 
HLAA changed your life?

I discovered HLAA when I was employed with the Division for 
the Deaf and the Hard of Hearing Services as a Hard of 
Hearing Specialist.  Through chapter meetings, I have found 
that I learn more and have opportunities to share concerns 
and hear from others about their hearing loss.   HLAA also 
believes in education for those who hear well and those who 
cannot, so that all may understand the causes and challenges 
of hearing loss. HLAA makes it possible to learn from older 
members who are eager to share their experiences.  People 
who are just now learning to deal with a hearing loss can 
learn from others. Let’s come on, HLA-NC, and gets the facts 
out about our hearing loss!  You do not want be alone out 
there. HLAA will make a difference in your life, just like it has 
in mine.

What message would you like to share with other North 
Carolinians with hearing loss?

Our family, friends, and co-workers, even those with whom we 
live, may not understand that our ability to hear can depend 
on t he t ime o f day, how we’re f ee l ing, or our 
surroundings. Friends may mistake our lack of instant response 
for indifference, not comprehending that it takes time for our 
brains to sort and process into recognizable speech patterns 
from the somewhat muddled sound we receive. This means that 
we must educate our friends, family, and co-workers, and 
encourage them to go to Hearing Loss Association meetings. 
Let your hearing loved ones, friends, and co-workers know that 
you care … and be patient.

Next issue: Meet Janet McGettrick.

“Living with Hearing Loss” interviewee and HLA-NC Board 
of Trustees member Lorene Roberson (right), at the 2011 
HLAA convention, with NC DSDHH HoH Specialist Cynthia 
Mitchell (left), who contributed this photograph.
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HEARING LOSS ASSOCIATION OF NC
MICHAEL EURY, PRESIDENT
118 EDGEWOOD AVE. NE
CONCORD, NC 28025

Local HLAA Chapters 

in North Carolina

CHARLOTTE CHAPTER

Meets: 3rd Tuesday of 
Feb., Apr., Oct., 7 PM, 
with 6:30 social; meet-to-
eat in Aug. and holiday 
gathering in Dec.
Location: Conference room 
of Charlotte Regional 
Resource Ctr. For Deaf & 
HoH, 5501 Executive 
Center Dr., Charlotte, NC
Contact: Myra White at 
myra@carolina.rr.com or 
Ivy Williams at 
704-568-8558 (voice) or 
704-568-8805 (TTY)

DURHAM CHAPTER

Meets: 4th Saturday Jan.–
June, Sept.–Oct., and 1st 
Saturday of Dec., 10:30 
AM
Location: St. Paul United 
Methodist Church 
Fellowship Hall, 2700 

North Roxboro Rd., 
Durham, NC
Contact: Wayne Benson at 
awbenson32@gmail.com 
or 919-259-5002

NEW BERN CHAPTER

Meets: 4th Tuesday of 
every month, 11 AM
Location: McCarthy Court, 
1325 McCarthy Blvd., 
New Bern, NC
Contact: Althea Uhlig at 
althea9@suddenlink.net or 
252-633-9471

WAKE CHAPTER

Meets: Several times a 
year for programs about 
hearing loss plus 
occasional breakfasts and 
socials (see contacts to 
inquire about program 
dates)

Location: Umstead Park 
United Church of Christ, 
8208 Brownleigh Dr., 
Raleigh, NC
Contact: Janet McGettrick 
at 919-469-0924 or Steve 
Barber at 
steve.barber@earthlink.net

WINSTON-SALEM CHAPTER

Meets: 3rd Monday of the 
month (Sept.–June), 6:45 
PM
Location: South Fork 
Community Ctr., 4403 
Country Club Rd., Winston-
Salem, NC
Contact: Bill Crowley at 
wmcrowley748@bellsouth.
net or Bill Shugart at 
336-768-1177

While the Internet provides a 
wealth of information for people 
with hearing loss, nothing can 
compare to the camaraderie and 
energy of group meetings! HLA-NC 
hopes to grow chapters into all 
regions of the Tarheel State where 
there in demand. If you’re 
interested in a chapter developing 
in your community, or if you wish to 
be involved, please contact 
Elizabeth LeBarron, HLAA’s 
National States and Chapter 
Coordinator, at 
ELeBarron@hearingloss.org.

All chapters welcome newcomers. 
Please note that meeting times and 
locations are subject to change—
first-timers and non-regulars should 
contact their local chapter to verify 
this info.
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